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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application;* 
| 1 the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages 1,15 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-22 



pages 



t as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1/3-3/3 



___ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 



„, filed with the letter of 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2 * t0 i hC 1 W age ' a11 tjje elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 

the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

[hese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
— the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

OT553) Uage ° f transIati0n furnished for the Purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 * ^ifLfn^vll^- nucleotide . and/or a™" 0 . acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing* 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

O The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. & 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. . 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ I his r fl n *? aS , been est abHshed as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* f*^"^^ have been finished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 

ald foj?) originally filed'* and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V " SSSonf.lSSlE-S " Artid< ;. 3S(2 > W j th rc 8 ard to novelt y. fav«Uv step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-22 



1-22 



1-22 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

The closest prior art document FR-A-2 4 93 171 describes a 
vacuum distillation process in which the evaporator is 
connected to a common vacuum source via a condenser. In 
contrast, claim 1 of the present application specifies an 
essential new feature whereby negative pressure is applied 
to the evaporator and the condenser separately before they 
are connected. The new feature makes it possible to achieve 
a high degree of evacuation and hence high evaporator 
performance at low temperatures. LU-A-4594 0 describes the 
use of a common vacuum source for an evaporator and a 
condenser, and does not contain anything that might suggest 
the new feature claimed in the present application. Claim 1 
presents a non-obvious alternative and therefore meets the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3). The same applies 
to independent claim 8, which defines a device that is 
particularly suitable for carrying out the claimed process. 
The industrial applicability of the invention seems clear 
(PCT Article 33 (4) ) . 
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